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1. Ambassador and Mr. Bernstein Attend Design Week D.R. in Santo Domingo   

(Ritmo Social, pg.37; Saturday, October 12, 2019) 

The event was held in the newly renovated Fray Anton de Montesinos Monument, 

in Santo Domingo’s Colonial Zone. Vice President Margarita Cedeño, 

entrepreneurs, tourism executives and top Dominican designers attended the 

event, held every year to strengthen the Dominican fashion industry.  

<Back to top> 

 

2. Ambassador Bernstein Participates in Charity Golf Event   

(Ritmo Social, pg. 40; Saturday, October 12, 2019) 

Morning daily Listin Diario’s bi-monthly social magazine gives full-page coverage 

to the recent golf tournament held in Santiago to support the Santa Maria 

Educational Center’s goal of founding its own Symphony Orchestra.   

<Back to top> 

 

3. President Jimmy Carter and Wife Roselyn Will Visit the D.R. in 2020   

(HOY, pg.7; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

The visit was announced by Habitat for Humanity, the organization that provides 

housing for low-income families.  The visit would take place in November 2020.  

<Back to top> 

 

4. Hospital Ship USNS Comfort Arrives in the Dominican Republic to Provide 

Medical Services   

(Zol FM, Color Visión; Wednesday, October 9, 2019; Telemicro, Z101 FM, Noticias 

SIN; Monday, October 14, 2019; Telemicro; Tuesday October 15, 2019) 

The U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Ministry of Health and the 

Dominican Ministry of Defense announced the arrival of the ship. The ship’s 

doctors will provide free medical services in two locations in Santo Domingo, as 

well as carry out surgeries on board the ship.  

<Back to top> 

https://issuu.com/listin_diario/docs/10122019_ritmo_social/36
https://issuu.com/listin_diario/docs/10122019_ritmo_social/40
https://hoy.com.do/jimmy-carter-visitara-rd-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qqpys1hyqn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qqpys1hyqn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qqpys1hyqn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh72sPp5Qo4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XElBK0xqsCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOgEfCvdKUc&feature=youtu.be&t=176
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqJU00zC1lE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqJU00zC1lE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMurcIBBcP0
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

5. Electoral Board Issues Final Bulletin on PLD and PRM Primaries el Fernandez 

Requests    

(DL Online; HOY, pg.1; Saturday, October 12, 2019) 

Last Friday, the Electoral Board issued its final bulletin related to the PLD and PRM 

October 6 primary elections.  In the final count made by the Board, PLD candidate 

Gonzalo Castillo won by 26,690 votes over Leonel Fernandez.  At the same time, 

Luis Abinader won the PRM primaries with 202,442 votes over former president 

Hipolito Mejia.   

<Back to top> 

 

6. Former President Leonel Fernandez Heads Protest Rally in Front of Electoral 

Board Building; Electoral Board Announces it will Carry Out Audit   

(DL, pg.1; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

During the rally, former President Fernandez spoke before hundreds of followers 

yesterday morning in front of the Electoral Board building where he stated that he 

will continue to demand his rights and even stated “…when you step in the way of 

the democratic access to power the response of the people is a revolution. We 

don’t want to reach such extremes…Dominican society wants peace…but it is 

important to highlight political crimes and [this can be resolved] with an 

investigation that can clarify this situation.”  In his remarks, Fernandez insisted that 

fraud was committed during the recent primary process, and that is why he is 

demanding an exhaustive audit of all votes.   

In a speech delivered through a local channel, Fernandez said that the fraud 

mechanism was set up in July, when a fire took place in the central offices of the 

Electoral Board.  That’s where it all started, he said, to manipulate the final results 

of the primary process.  

<Back to top> 

 Commentary on Leonel Fernandez’ Refusal to Accept Results of Recent 

Primaries    

(DL, pg.2; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

Diario Libre executive Ines Aizpun says that there should be less drama in 

the Leonel Fernandez faction, and more attempts by all involved to resolve 

the primary impasse.  “The opposition, his own party, the Church…the 

business sector, the Electoral Tribunal…All agree that the primaries…went 

well.  The results were accepted…and the numbers coincided with the 

results of prestigious polling companies…But the Leonel Fernandez faction 

seems to be more bent on turning his defeat into a national crisis. The times 

are difficult.  The economic situation is not clear, at the local or international 

level.  The geopolitical tensions are evident and the growing difficulties to 

emigrate to the United States do not contribute to easing social tensions.  

https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/politica/conteo-final-de-jce-ratifica-a-gonzalo-ganador-en-pld-lf-mantiene-su-lucha-ML14687319
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/politica/conteo-final-de-jce-ratifica-a-gonzalo-ganador-en-pld-lf-mantiene-su-lucha-ML14687319
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/politica/leonel-arrecia-su-lucha-por-el-poder-y-lanza-duras-advertencias-a-junta-central-JA14728625
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/politica/leonel-arrecia-su-lucha-por-el-poder-y-lanza-duras-advertencias-a-junta-central-JA14728625
https://www.diariolibre.com/opinion/am/menos-drama-mas-cordura-CA14725340
https://www.diariolibre.com/opinion/am/menos-drama-mas-cordura-CA14725340
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If Leonel cannot smoke the peace pipe with [President] Medina he should 

move on to another party…He is rejecting an audit carried out by a local 

firm.  He wants this internal conflict…to go international…”  

<Back to top> 

 

7. Former President Fernandez Makes New Allegations Regarding PLD Primary 

Elections   

(LD online, Hoy online, Acento online; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

In a nationally televised speech on Monday morning, former President Leonel 

Fernandez said that his team knows the locations from which an alleged 

cyberattack took place in order to intercept the transmission of the election results. 

He added that a “known Indian hacker”, with Dominican associates, was 

responsible for the attack. Fernandez also highlighted a number of voting results 

in southwestern provinces which he says are suspicious, because the polls 

remained open for several hours after the established 4:00 PM closing time, 

because the amount of votes recorded in some of the voting centers would require 

“superhuman efficiency” given the time limits, and because voter turnout allegedly 

surpassed 70% in some of these provinces, where his opponent was most popular, 

while the national average was near 25%.  

<Back to top> 

 

8. Electoral Board Approves Forensic Audit of Voting System, as Requested by 

Leonel Fernandez   

(DL, pg.8; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

On Monday, the Electoral Board announced that it will carry out a forensic audit of 

the voting system recently used in the PLD and PRM primaries in accordance with 

the demands made by former President Fernandez. The audit will be carried out 

by an international accredited firm.  In his demands, President Fernandez requested 

that the audit be witnessed by representatives from the U.S. Embassy, the European 

Union and the OAS.  Dailies do not confirm if the Electoral Board accepted this 

particular demand.  

<Back to top> 

Related news:  

 Commentary on Primary Elections Doubts    

(LD, pg.10; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

Morning daily Listin Diario opines that since certain doubts have been 

raised regarding the voting process of the recently held primary elections, 

the right thing to do would be to investigate the entire process.  “Since so 

many questions have been raised…the correct step in favor of a peace 

process…is to carry out an investigation…regarding the alleged 

irregularities…and that specialists be in charge of the process.  The numbers 

should be sufficiently clear to disperse any doubts that would compromise 

the legitimacy of the electoral process.”  

<Back to top> 

https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2019/10/14/586769/discurso-completo-de-leonel-fernandez
https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2019/10/14/586769/discurso-completo-de-leonel-fernandez
https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2019/10/14/586791/leonel-dice-un-hacker-indu-trabajo-desde-casa-de-campo-para-fraude-en-primarias
https://hoy.com.do/en-discurso-leonel-fernandez-reitero-que-hubo-fraude-en-primarias-pld-y-volvio-a-pedir-anulacion-primarias-pld/
https://acento.com.do/2019/actualidad/8739340-discurso-de-leonel-reitero-sus-denuncias-sobre-supuesto-fraude-y-reitero-llamado-a-protesta/
https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2019/10/15/586924/jce-auditara-y-leonel-pone-requisitos
https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2019/10/15/586924/jce-auditara-y-leonel-pone-requisitos
https://listindiario.com/editorial/2019/10/15/586908/que-se-despejen-todas-las-dudas
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9. “Participacion Ciudadana” (PC) General Coordinator Says Electoral Board 

Must Put a Stop to the Illegal Purchase of Votes   

(DL, pg.12; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

PC’s General Coordinator, Hieromy Castro, said in an exclusive interview with Diario 

Libre that the purchase of votes in the last primary elections was much more open 

and aggressive.  He explained that both the PLD and the PRM were handing out 

money to voters right in the voting precincts.  This time, however, the transactions 

took place openly and many were able to video the moments when the party 

representative handed out the money to a voter in order to guarantee their vote.  

Castro said that according to the civil society organization, approximately 42% of 

the voting precincts were impacted by the transactions.     

<Back to top> 

 

10. The National Council of Entrepreneurs (CONEP) and 40 Business 

Associations Express Support for the Work Carried Out by the Electoral 

Board   

(El Caribe, pg.1; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

The CONEP, the country’s most important entrepreneurial organization, along with 

other 40 national independent business associations, issued a statement 

supporting the work carried out by the Electoral Board and urging politicians to 

act with caution. In the statement, the organizations explain: “[We demand] all 

social sectors to exercise the utmost caution in their actions, so that [the national 

elections] may be carried out peacefully, in an orderly manner and within the law, 

and always oriented towards the general well-being of the nation.”  

<Back to top> 

 

11. Commentary on Polls Carried Out Recently on Primary Electoral Process   

(HOY, pg.11; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

Former Ambassador in Washington and the representative of the U.S.-based 

polling company Mark Penn/Stagwell in the country writes in his weekly op-ed 

column that of the 10 companies that published pre-primary polls, only his 

company hit the right numbers by declaring a virtual tie between Leonel Fernandez 

and Gonzalo Castillo.  All the other companies gave the candidates, depending on 

“who was paying for the poll,” extraordinary numbers that in no way revealed the 

reality of the local political situation.  

<Back to top> 

 

12. Tourism Sector Meets with President Medina and Calls on all Sectors to 

Come Together to Strengthen the Industry   

(HOY, pg.1; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

President Medina and tourism entrepreneur Frank Rainieri met this weekend in 

Punta Cana to discuss ways to strengthen the country’s tourism industry, now that 

the winter season is about to start.  Minister of Tourism Francisco Javier Garcia and 

https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/castro-esta-vez-fue-un-poco-mas-burda-la-compra-de-votos-en-las-primarias-AC14702211
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/castro-esta-vez-fue-un-poco-mas-burda-la-compra-de-votos-en-las-primarias-AC14702211
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/2019/10/14/conep-llama-a-la-prudencia-a-los-actores-politicos-y-apoya-la-jce/
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/2019/10/14/conep-llama-a-la-prudencia-a-los-actores-politicos-y-apoya-la-jce/
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/2019/10/14/conep-llama-a-la-prudencia-a-los-actores-politicos-y-apoya-la-jce/
https://hoy.com.do/el-problema-de-las-encuestas-dominicanas/
https://hoy.com.do/presidente-dm-se-reune-con-hoteleros-region-este/
https://hoy.com.do/presidente-dm-se-reune-con-hoteleros-region-este/
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Attorney General Jean Alain Rodriguez, as well as representatives from hotel and 

tourism associations participated in the closed event. Morning daily HOY gives 

front-page coverage to the meeting.  

<Back to top> 

 

13. Santo Domingo Mayor Announces his Office is Installing Video Cameras in 

City Parks   

(El Caribe, pg.14; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

Mayor David Collado formally launched a new program run by his Office that will 

install security cameras in local parks.  The program began this weekend with the 

installation of six cameras in six Santo Domingo parks. “Our Administration has 

focused on listening to the demands of our citizens, and the security issue is 

sometimes we cannot put aside.” He also announced that in the next few months 

eight parks will be linked to the security network.  

<Back to top> 

 

14. Green March Movement Criticizes “Corruption” and “Impunity” in Primary 

Elections   

(HOY, pg.4; Saturday, October 12, 2019) 

Representatives of the Green March Movement issued a statement last Friday 

where they stated that the recent primary process could be a sign of what the 

country can expect in the 2020 national elections.  In the statement issued, the 

Green March movement explains: “Corruption has contaminated the pre-electoral 

process…and that there is an impunity regime…” that allowed the conflict in the 

PLD primary process.  “We saw how unscrupulous [individuals] kidnapped 

democracy and the State-operated institutions.”   

<Back to top> 

 

15. UNICEF Says Chronic Malnutrition in Children Dropped in the Country   

(DL, pg.12; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

In its report, UNICEF quotes the last Dominican Demographic and Health Service 

(ENDESA) which states that chronic malnutrition amongst children in the country 

has dropped from 16.5% (1991) to 6.9% (2013).  Chronic malnutrition among 

children, however, has remained at 2% since the year 2002.  

<Back to top> 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 

16. Commentary on President Trump   

(El Nacional, pg.2; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

Afternoon daily El Nacional says that President Trump continues to be criticized 

regarding the Ukranian case.  The daily says in its page 2 commentary section: 

“There are more complaints coming in on President Trump that strengthen the 

https://www.elcaribe.com.do/2019/10/14/adn-instala-camaras-de-seguridad-en-parques/
https://www.elcaribe.com.do/2019/10/14/adn-instala-camaras-de-seguridad-en-parques/
https://hoy.com.do/marcha-verde-dice-hechos-primarias-repetirian-2020/
https://hoy.com.do/marcha-verde-dice-hechos-primarias-repetirian-2020/
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/salud/unicef-se-reduce-la-desnutricion-infantil-cronica-en-republica-dominicana-HA14727101
https://elnacional.com.do/el-semaforo-3395/


 

UNCLASSIFIED 

arguments for an impeachment process made by the Democrats.  Now, the former 

U.S. Ambassador in Ukraine…alleges that she was substituted because of pressures 

[made by President Trump].”  

<Back to top> 

 

17. Haitian Crisis Continued Over the Weekend   

(DL, pg.1; Monday, October 14, 2019) 

Morning daily Diario Libre publishes a headline photograph of the thousands of 

Haitians that this weekend once again took to the streets of Port-au-Prince 

demanding the resignation of President Jovenel Moise.  According to the daily, this 

weekend’s protest march has been the largest since the protests against Moise 

began on September 16.  

<Back to top> 

 

18. Commentary on Violent Attacks on Journalists in the Region and Haiti   

(LD, pg.10; Saturday, October 12, 2019) 

Morning daily Listin Diario says in its Saturday editorial that this year the situation 

of the press in Latin America, particularly in Haiti, has been dramatic and deadly.  

“A radio reporter was killed…the second this year, raising to 14 the number of 

journalists who have been killed in Latin America in 2019.” And adds:  “Four months 

before, another radio reporter…was mortally wounded…during a street protest 

against the Jovenel Moise administration.  An additional five reporters were 

wounded.”    

<Back to top> 

 

19. Commentary on Political Changes in Latin America   

(DL, pg. 26, October 14, 2019) 

In Monday’s editorial, Diario Libre comments on the radical changes taking place 

in Latin America, and not necessarily for the better.  “The American continent once 

again is entering a transition period and events are heading [in some countries] 

down a difficult path.  It’s not only in countries that adopted the revolutionary 

dreams of Venezuela, Nicaragua and Ecuador, but also in established democracies 

such as Argentina and the Dominican Republic.  The cases of Venezuela and 

Nicaragua are symbolic of governments that go from the ‘revolutionary stage’ to 

a dictatorship…Not even the United States is safe from the abrupt changes that 

these ‘saviors’ are promoting…”  

<Back to top> 

 

 

SECURITY AFFAIRS 

 

20. DNCD Seizes 599 Kilos of Cocaine Off the Southwest Coast of Santo 

Domingo   

(DL, pg.1; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/internacional/presidente-de-haiti-enfrenta-quinta-semana-de-protestas-MA14722439
https://listindiario.com/editorial/2019/10/12/586575/ano-funesto-para-la-prensa
https://www.diariolibre.com/opinion/editorial/america-en-transicion-DC14703321
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/la-dncd-y-otros-organismos-de-seguridad-se-incautan-599-paquetes-de-supuesta-cocaina-NA14722179
https://www.diariolibre.com/actualidad/la-dncd-y-otros-organismos-de-seguridad-se-incautan-599-paquetes-de-supuesta-cocaina-NA14722179
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The DNCD, the Dominican Air Force, the Office of the Attorney General and the 

Domiican Navy on Monday intercepted a boat carrying some 599 packets of 

cocaine.  The boat was intercepted some 105 miles of Santo Domingo’s Multimodal 

Port.  Two boats were also seized: one Colombian and one Dominican.  Three 

Dominican nationals were arrested.    

<Back to top> 

 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

 

21. Tourism Sector Loses Millions Due to Discredit   

(El Día, pg. 20; Tuesday, October 15, 2019) 

The Dominican tourism sector’s earnings decreased by nearly US$200 Million 

between July and September of 2019, due to a 21% drop in tourists from Canada 

and the United States during those months, in comparison to the same period in 

2018.  

<Back to top> 

 

 

This Press Summary is compiled by the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic, based on publicly available Dominican news sources. Although every effort is made to 

provide faithful synopses of current news stories, the Public Affairs Section makes no guarantee as to the 

completeness or accuracy of the translations or the summaries.  

 

If you would like further details or the full text of any of the stories in the Press Summary, please send an 

email to SantoDomingoPress@State.Gov.  

https://eldia.com.do/sector-turismo-pierde-millones-por-descredito/
mailto:SantoDomingoPress@State.Gov

